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Key Findings 20152016

Dubai private schools in 2015-2016 by curriculum

The range of curricula offered by Dubai private schools has been widening year after year. Parents an
now able to consider any of the 17 different curricula for their children’s education. This diversity o
offering s reflective of the growing ethnic and philosophical diversity within Dubai's population.

French

-Q

The performance of the different curriculum schools inspected this year shows a distinctive pattern. Th
majority of students attending schools that have adopted a French, 18, UK or Indian curriculum 2re it
schools judged to be good or better overall,

Proportion of students in different curriculum schools
according o the overall inspection rating
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philosophical move away from the
accommodation of students with special needs
into 3 “normal® system, towards a full

inclusion model where everyone is considered
normal, and where the needs of al can be met

Interviewed SEN students reveal that generally
their leaming is fair but academic performance
varies a lot. Some SEN students have desirable
academic achievement and are good at some
areas, but some others get average or poar
results Schools provide support for SEN
students, mainly about adsptation of cumicula
and examinations (e.g teaching accarding to
students' progress, extended examination.
duration) SEN students are satisfied that
teachers are willing to spend time to solve.
problems and schools arrange some
extracurmicular activities in response to
students’ needs. According this issue, setting
indwidual educational plan for SEN students 15
the best way to cover their inquiries and
helping them to adyust themselves with School

Although it has been started i same countries
recently, it is mandatory in all the public
schools nU'S based on the IDEA ,
Indwiduals with Disabilities Education Act,
1990  IDEA is a federal law that requires
schools to serve educational needs of eligible
students with disabilities

The educational system i United Arab
Emuates also  emphasizes on  greater
importance o educating  students  with
Leaming Disability

UAE Govemment and its people have great
concem towards the people with special needs
in the country The philosophy of mclusive
education at schools i UAE was conceived by
SheikhKhalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, president
of the UAE and other Muusters in various
Mumistries As per the UAE federal law
292006, it states that * special needs in
themselves are not an cbstruction to jom or get
an admission into any educational institution,
o matter whether it is private or public
instiution”.  The prowision of special
educational programs and services in the UAE
evolved snce 1979 In 2006, the special
education programs  and  services  were
extended up to Sth grade

1EP as ane of the important inclusion strategies
had been known and applied for decades in
many countries An IEP 15 2 documented plan
developed for a student with special needs that
summarizes and records the individualization
of a student's educaticn program.

For setting an effective IEP, documenting
present level of performance allows for the
development of a clear profile of the child's
current functioning and from that profile the
child's strengths and needs can be identified

As an Iranian Intemational school 1 Dubas, we
have stated to work systematically m
inclusion education since 2013, The school
inclusion policy has been established m 2014
and reviewed in 2015 within the context of the
UAE Muistry of Education SEN Policy
(2011) and The IR of Iran Muustry of
Education SEN policy, Guidance for
implementing (2006). The SEN Identification
process and Indwidual educational planning
have been stated to be a part of school
mpotant  responsibilities  to  provide
opportunities for the students with different
educational needs

The objective of this study is to mvestigate the
effects of IEP n academic and social
improvement of the students with special needs
who study 1 Towheed Iranian Intemational
school of Dubai.

Discussion:

This study has been established 1 an Iranian
(ntemational) school m Dubai The total
number of students (330)are considered as the
statistical population  In The first stage of
the study, dentification, 24 students have been
identified as the students with special needs
among 830 students from Kindergarten to GO
in Sep. 2015 The identification have been
done based on the teachers reports,
information gathered from the parents, SEN
specialist or school counselor observation The
identified cases referred to the specialist for the
diagnosis. The diagnosis varied in different
ranges of physical, socio- behavioral disorders
and leaming disabilities In this case study two
students have been considered as samples
Both of them have been diagnosed as the
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Effects of IEP in academic and socio-behavior improvement of the students with
SEN(Inclusion )
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SomayehBagheri, SEN specialist , Tohweed

Abstract:

Individual Educational Plan , IEP, can be
considered as an effective strategy which
provides oppostunities for students with special
needs to study in the main stream classes along
with other students It has positive effects in
students’ academic and social improvement

This study has been established in one of the
schools in UAE and discussed about two
cases that have been identified as students with
special educational needs (SEN). It considers
“Inclusion" approach in the education and the
right of the people with disabilities for leaming
and lwing m environment as close to normal
people 25 possible Inclusion seeks to
completely remove the distinction between
special and regular education, and to provide
an appropriate education for all students,
despite their level of disability, in their local
school In this study , IEP has been applied as
an important inclusion strategy for the students
with SEN. The academuc and socio-behavior
improvement of two students have been
investigated during the first school semester
and comparing with the starting point The
results of imvestigation m Towheed Iranian
School sbout SEN students' improvement in
different areas, showed the effectual progress
of Indridual planning for dufferent abilities
which meant IEP is effective in overall
Student’s improvement .

This study shows that , IEP has postive effects
on the students” academic and socio-behavior
improvement

Keywords Inclusion, Special educational
Needs (SEN), Improvement, Individual
Educational Plan (IEP)

hool of Dubat, st com
School of Duba1, b com
Introduction

In recent years , inclusive education has
become 5o central to the education policies of

large numbers of countries in both * developed
* and * developing * world that commentators
have been able to descnbe it , without
exaggeration a5 * global agenda *
Traditionally, children  requing  special
educational needs (SEN) are segregated mto
separate leaming envircnments While this
education practice has been established for
years, cther educators and analysts have been
questioning its efficacy. Most of them suggest
that students with SEN should be included mnto
‘mainstream schools to maximize their leaming
experiences Several other benefits as well as
issues have been raised in relation to this
educational issue

A sigmificant factor 1n the changing of attitudes
isthe principle of *normalizaticn “the right of
people with disabilities for leaming and living
in environments as close to normal people as
possible. Although it is not sufficient for
integration of SEN students in school, so
inclusion seeks to completely remave the
distinction between special and regular
education, and to provide an appropriate
education for all students, despite their level of
disability, in therr local school. It mvolves a
complete restructuring of the educational
System so that all schools would have the
responsibility of providing the facilities,
resources, and an appropriate cumculum for
all students irrespective of disability Itis @

&=
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Result:
s the result of this study and uwestigation of
two above mentioned cases, Indwidual
Educational Plan JEP, can be considered as an
effective strategy in student’s

strategies or methods to help the child reach
the targets Strategies may also include
informatic about any mutemals, special
conditions, adaptive equipment, or special

For setting an effective IEP, documenting
present level of student's performance allows
for the development of a clear profile of the
child's curent functioning and from that
profile the child's strengths and needs can be
identified .

Documentation of the child's strengths,
abilities and talents provides insight nto what
the child can do i designated skill areas and
what skills the teacher can capitalize cn and
incorporate into teaching strategies .
Documentation of specific needs, including
identification of the connection between these
nteds and leamung, 1s the basis for the
establishment of priority leaming needs and
targets. Establishing the child's current level of
performance involves synthesizing assessment
data which may have been derived from formal
andfer informal measures and which may
pertain 1o academic areas such as language,
lteracy or math and/or non-academic areas
suich  as  mobibty,  socialiemotional
development or self-help skills.

Itis most important that performance levels are
recorded in precise terms. The greater the level
of detail at this stage, the more hkely that,
when targets come to be written, they will be
accurate and relevant .

Targels are wntten in terms of student
outcome. It should be Specific, Measurable,
Agreed, Realistic and Time bound (using the
SMART acronym). It is essential that targets
are written 1 such a way that they ean be
effectively evaluated The strategies to be
applied i achieving the targets and how they
are to be evaluated should also be outlined
While it is extremely important to set realistic
targets, care should be taken not to limit the
child's opportunities.

Also, for writing the successful IEP, strategies
are all the techniques and approaches used by
adults to suppart the targets set for the child
While targets are about what the child will be
able to do, strategies are about what the adults
will do to help the child achieve hus/er targets
Where relevant, teachers should state the

that are required.
Reference may also be made to the place and
time when teaching may teke place The
setting of a review date 15 an mtegral part of
the IEP itself.

So according the aspects what have been
mentioned for developing the perfect IEP, it 1s
clear that the IEP can be a good accompanier
with SEN students for leamg well .

Also the report of SEN committee of Towheed
Iranisn  School abowt SEN  students’
umprovement  different areas, showed the
effectua] progress of individual planning for
different abilities which meant IEP is effective
in overall student’s improvement

Conclusion:
Indiidual Educational Plan , IEP , can be
considered as an effective stralegy which
provide opportunities for students with special
needs to study i the main stream classes along
with cther students . It has postwe effects m
students' academic and social improvement
significantly.

The report of SEN committee of Towheed
Iranian  School sbout SEN  students
improvement in different areas, showed the
effectual progress of Indwidual planning for
different abilities which meant IEP is effective
in overall student’s improvement
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ADHD cases based on the specialist reports
After the identification process, the school
SEN commuttee, meluding one of the school
leadership team, SEN specialist and school
counselor and the class teacher, had specific
meetings for planning for each student. Based
on the IEP process, the academic and behavior
goals and cbjectives were set for each student
based on thew levels, differences and
individual needs .

The case No.1 was a two grader boy with
preliminary diagnosed ADHD. He was a below
level student m grade one, without enough
attention especaally in reading and wnting 1
Farsi subject. He couldn't with

two. He improved a lot in mathematics and
science and English on the level of grade two
i the manstream class The results and
progress repart of the end at the first school
semester showed a very good improvement
comparing to his performance at the beginning
of the academic year. He got “Excellent “n
mathematics and science which was above
level i the mainstream class and "Good “in
Farst and English. The SEN specialist reports
showed the IEP was followed properly by the
teachers and parents The parents had good
communication and cooperation with the
school and specialit Overall academue and

bely of the student

other students and he dido't follow the
teachers' mstructions appropristely. At the end
of grade one he just promoted to grade two
with * Needs Improvement * remarks in Farsi
and® Satisfactory ™ in the other subjects i the
report card , and the class teacher's comments
for referring to a specialist . His parents were
convinced to visit a specialist and cooperate
with the school for producing the IEP before
registration in grade two.

For selting an effective IEP, present level of
the students was documented and his strengths
and needs were identified .

The IEP was set for him at the beginning of the
academic year (appendixl ). The targets were
written in a measurable and time bound way in
order to evaluste properly comparing to his
Starting point His parents were mvolved in the
IEP process and signed 1t All of the teachers,
including the physical exercise and the art
teachers, were aware of IEP and followed 1t
The SEN specialist was respensible to observe
him in a regular basis and collect his progress
reports from the cther teachers and parents.
Based on the monthly reports, he shown s
acceptable improvement in his social behavior
and a good improvement wn his academics. AL
the end of the third month of starting IEP , he
could communicate with other students , he
could play with hus peers during the physical
exercise classes and he could complete the
assigned task in the specific time . On the other
hand, based on his IEP,, school had provided a
Farsi tutor for him . So he improved quickly n
Farsi language. He could read fluently and
write properly based on grade cne level and he
has been ready for Fars: at the level of grade

was noticeable by the parents, specialist and
the school .

The case No2 was a four grader boy, with
ADHD background from previcus years and
family issues, living with his single ( solo )
parent . He had anxiety-caused by the famly
situation. He even couldn'l seat properly in the
classroom and he couldn’t concentrate on the
lessons. Applying and following up of an
indwidual plan were advised for hum by the
specialist At the begunning of the curent
academc year, the IEP was set for hum in the
school SEN comemittee and slong with his
mother. Based on his IEP(Appendix 2), big
tasks were broken to the small mdwidual tasks
and the teachers provided more feedbacks to
hm

He was supposed to achieve to his IEP
objective in the specific time (at the end of the
first school semester). This technique made
hum to feel mare confident and less anxious
He could complete the assigned tasks properly
m the speafic tme His progress was
monttored by the teachers and the SEN
specialist during the time and compared with
the starting point of the academic year .

His anxiety dunng the classoom was
decreased noticesbly based on the SEN
specialist and teachers' observation reports
The ongoing assessment and end of the first
semester results were considered as evidences
of hus improvement i English, Mathematics
and Science and Farsi language ( reading and
writing )
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